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Capital improvement projects for 2010 
    The Board of Aldermen approved capital projects totaling  
$5 million for the 2010 budget with one stipulation — if funds become  
available. The downturn in the economy has affected the city of Branson 
like so many other municipalities across the country forcing city leaders to  
prepare austere budgets based on limited revenues. 
 Among the recommended capital projects for 2010 funding: 

Purchasing six vehicles for the police department to replace older models. 

Remodeling the police department and city clerk’s office at City Hall to provide 

more space. 

Upgrading city’s water and sewer systems with the possibility of outside funding 

from the federal stimulus money. 

Repairing and improving city streets. 

City offices closed   

Thursday &  

Friday December 

24 & 25 and  

Friday January 1 

for the holidays  

City ends fiscal year with mixed results    
 The city’s fiscal year ended September 30 with the sales tax up and the 
tourism tax down. The city collected $10,134,802 from the 1% sales tax which 

is an increase of .1% from the $10,124,596 in fiscal 2008. Considering the 
tough economy in 2009, city officials are pleased the tax even topped 2008.    
 The tourism tax, which is only on lodging, restaurants and ticketed 
attractions including theaters, decreased 7% from 2008.  The city collected 

$11,611,112 in fiscal 2009 compared to $12,528,391 in fiscal ’08.  The tourism tax is di-
vided between the city and Branson Lakes Area Chamber of Commerce & CVB with 75% of 
the tax going to the city for infrastructure improvements like sewer, water and streets while 
25% is passed on to the Chamber for marketing and advertising Branson.              

  No more glass or electronics at recycle center 
       The Branson Recycle Center is no longer accepting glass due to contract 
changes and equipment failure. Glass is not being accepted in most nearby cities or 
by most recycling companies.  The city does not anticipate being able to resume 

accepting glass anytime soon but will watch for opportunities as circumstances change.                                                    
 The recycle center also isn’t accepting electronic waste due to changing market  
conditions.  However, Best Buy of Branson will accept all household electronic waste,  
regardless of whether or not it was purchased there. Best Buy charges a small $10 fee to 
recycle TVs or computer monitors; however, it will issue a gift card for $10 at the same time.  
There is no charge for other e-waste including keyboards, cell phones, towers, printers, etc.  
Please see www.bestbuy.com for a complete list, under “recycling.”  Cheers to Best Buy for 
their corporate leadership in this area.   

Alderman resigns – moving out of city 
 Ward 1 Alderman Stan Barker resigned from the Board of Aldermen 
effective November 10 because he was moving outside the city. Barker, who 
was also mayor pro-tem, has served as an alderman since 2001.  His Ward 1 
includes the north and northwest part of the city north of Missouri Highway 
76. His most recent term as alderman would have ended in April.  Any resi-
dent in Ward 1 interested in being appointed to serve out Barker’s term 
should contact Mayor Presley.  

For the latest information on H1N1 (Swine Flu), 

click here, www.taneycohealth.org, that will take 

you to the Taney County Health Department  

Website. 

http://www.bestbuy.com
http://www.taneycohealth.org


Citizens’ Service  
Request Line 

 
   If you need a  

question answered 
about the city, or need 

to report a problem or 

express a concern,  

contact the Citizens’ 

Service Request line at 

337-8502.  The line is 
open 24/7 and the city 

will respond to your 

request within five  

working days. 

   You can also e-mail a 
request from the city of 

Branson website  

www.bransonmo.gov. 

   In 2008, the city 

 received and  

responded to 179  
citizen requests.  

 
 

 
 

 

   

The 61st Annual  

Adoration Parade 

will wind through  

downtown  

Branson on  

Sunday evening,  

December 6,  

starting at  5:30  Taneycomo Bridge update 
 Construction on the new Taneycomo Bridge in downtown Branson is scheduled to 
begin in January, according to the Missouri Department of Transportation (MoDOT). The new 
bridge, downstream from the existing bridge, and a roundabout on the Hollister side of the 
lake will be completed in early 2011.  Motorists will then use the new bridge while the  
existing 78-year old bridge is redecked. Both bridges, which will be two lanes, open to traffic 
in 2012.  

New speed limit on Shepherd of the Hills Exp. 
 The speed limit on Shepherd of the Hills Expressway between Little Pete’s Road and 
Roark Valley Road has been increased from 35 to 45 miles per hour.   

 City completes connector trail  
 A new walking trail has opened along Skaggs Road that now 
connects the roundabout with Stockstill Park.  
 The asphalt trail runs alongside Skaggs Road and Cahill 
Road behind the south guardrail, and features a chain link fence to 
protect walkers from an embankment that drops to Roark Creek. 
 The one-mile scenic walkway runs under the U.S. Highway 
65 Bridge and connects with the Skaggs walking trail at Cahill Drive, 
eventually ending at Stockstill Park. This section of completed trail 

now links Stockstill Park with not only the roundabout, but also Branson Landing as  
sidewalks line Branson Landing Boulevard all the way to the popular lakeside shopping  
development.   

New alderman appointed from Ward 3 
 Rick Todd, senior vice president of strategic planning, human  
resources and safety at Silver Dollar City, has been appointed to the Branson 
Board of Aldermen from Ward 3. Ward 3 encompasses the southwest part of 
the city. Todd fills the unexpired term of Stephen Marshall who resigned in  
October.  Todd will serve until the April 6, 2010 municipal election. He was 
nominated by Mayor Raeanne Presley and approved by the full Board.   

Parks department booking record events for 2010 
 The Branson Parks and Recreation department has already booked a record 20 state,  
regional and national sporting tournaments at the RecPlex for 2010. These events boost the  
economy by attracting more people who spend more money in our city.      

Branson Area Festival Of Lights  
 Experience the magic of the season during the Branson Area Festival of Lights 2009 as all of 
Branson is aglow for the holidays. From fabulous shows and dazzling lights to  
spectacular shopping and breathtaking scenery, Branson is a special gift for everyone in your family 

during this special time of year. 

 The centerpiece, Branson Area Festival of Lights Drive-Through, will delight children of all 

ages. Your journey begins with a magical one-mile drive along a path illuminated with more than 175 displays.  

Conveniently located across from Sight & Sound Theater on Expressway Lane, this one-of-a-kind family experience  

promises to be spectacular. Open nightly from dusk to 11 p.m. through January 2. Admission fees for 2009: $10 family  

vehicle (one time visit), $20 family vehicle season pass (unlimited visits), $25 mini-coach/church vans/ limos and $50 full 

size motor coaches.  

 Get a video tour of the drive-through at www.explorebranson.com/christmas/bafol.php  

Candidate filings for aldermen open Dec 15 
Branson residents interested in running for a Board of Aldermen seat in April can 

signup with the city clerk beginning December 15. Four seats will be up for election —    
Ward 1, Ward 2 and two from Ward 3. The last day to file will be January 19, 2010.  
 To ensure that all candidates are treated fairly and equally, candidates filing on the 
first day in the city clerk’s office will draw a random number at the time of filing to determine 
the order their name will appear on the April 6, 2010 ballot.  After the first day, candidates 
will be placed on the ballot in the order they file. 

http://www.explorebranson.com/christmas/bafol.php


The next time 
you’re enjoying the 

good life in our 
town, spare a  

minute to think 
about the  
hardworking  

people who make it 
possible — the 
women and men 

who serve in your 
local government.  

“Greening Up Branson?” 
City of Branson’s “Sustainability Education Series” 

          6 p.m. Tuesday December 8 before Board of Aldermen meeting                  
City Council Chambers 

                                            Public Invited 
  The topic for the December 8 series is “Sustainable Transportation,” and the guest speaker 

will be Ted Curtis, engineer for the city of Columbia, MO. Columbia was one of four U.S. cities 
to be awarded a $22 million Department of Transportation grant aimed at changing the way citizens can get to 
work, run errands, go shopping, get children to school, or participate in recreational activities using a bicycle or 
walking. Curtis has led this national effort to change the way we think about getting around our cities and towns by 
occasionally leaving our car at home.  Columbia’s innovative approaches took time and considerable effort but 

“Getaboutcolumbia” is part of a national role model for creating the mode shift away from “automobiles only” as a 

way to get around a community.   

City giving lakefront trees a second life  
  With construction soon to start on the new Lake Taneycomo Bridge, many trees in the south parking lot of Bass 
Pro near the campground needed to be removed.  About 20 trees and 20 shrubs were dug up and transplanted both at 
the RecPlex (temporarily) and also at the Lakeside Forest Wilderness Area.  Lakeside Forest is being revamped with new 
landscaping and a renovated restroom, and these trees will be used in the landscaping as well as placed in other parks. 

 

Fall Citizens Academy 
Graduates 14 

    Fourteen area residents received  
Certificates of Achievement at the November 
10 Board of Aldermen meeting for completing 
the Fall Citizens Academy. The Academy is 
an eight week session designed to provide 
citizens with a close up view of all facets of 
city government—from emergency services 
and transportation to the business of water 
and budgeting your tax dollars.  
     The next Citizens Academy is scheduled to begin March 22, 2010. Applications for the 

Academy are accepted year round.  To sign up for the March session, contact Jerry  
Adams, Branson’s public information director, at 337-8526 or e-mail at 
jadams@bransonmo.com.     

 

 
 

 
 

Breakfast with Santa 
 

Saturday  
December 12 

 
Branson RecPlex 

 
Free gifts for the  

children from Santa 
 

Advance registration 
is required 

 
Call 335-2368 

New businesses opening in Branson 
Dairy Queen — 1530 Missouri Highway 248 

Plaza Latina Market — 3515 West Highway 76 
Rowdy Beaver Restaurant — 1810 West Highway 76 

Owens Theater — 205 S. Commercial St.  

Davis selected as mayor pro tem 
 Alderman Rick Davis has been elected by his fellow aldermen to 
serve as Branson mayor pro tem. The mayor pro tem serves as and performs 
the duties of mayor in the absence of the mayor. He replaces former  
alderman and mayor pro tem Stan Barker who resigned last month because 
he moved out of the city. Davis represents Ward 3.     

City seeks input on building & electrical codes  
Public meeting Dec. 14 

 A briefing  will be held by the staff of the city’s planning and  
development department on Monday December 14, at 6 p.m. in the Council 
Chambers of City Hall to discuss the proposed adoption by the city of  
Branson of the 2009 International Code Council and 2008 National Electrical 

Codes.  The briefing is designed to highlight the changes between the current 
codes and the proposed 2009 codes. The meeting will be open to all building and design 
professionals and will be an opportunity for the sharing of thoughts, ideas and concerns 
before the proposal is taken to the Board of Aldermen for adoption. 

mailto:jadams@bransonmo.com

